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The pessimist complains about the wind. 

The optimist expects it to change.  The 

leader adjusts the sails.  ð John Maxwell 

 

I like this quote.  It seems to me very ap-

propriate in these times.  I know that all 

leaders are currently doing a lot of 

òadjustingó.  President Obama in his 100 

days news conference indicated how the 

federal government is adjusting to handle 

our countryõs current challenges.  While 

there is probably a little bit of the pessi-

mist and optimist in all of us, I believe the 

quote is very correct.  Leaders realize that 

it does no good to complain about the 

wind or close their eyes to reality and just 

expect immediate change.  Leaders real-

ize they must òadjust the sailsó of their 

organization, whether it a governmental 

unit, a business, or a family, to navigate 

the economic situation currently òin the 

windó.    With proper adjustment, the 

storms will be weathered and survival is 

assured. 

 

GFOAA celebrated its 25th year as an or-

ganization in Auburn at the annual confer-

ence in February.  Attendance was lower 

than in some years past due no doubt to 

the restricted travel budgets of many or-

ganizations.  It was however a great con-

ference as far as accommodations and 

agenda were concerned.  Another thanks 

to all who worked so hard to make it a 

success at the new venue. 

 

As at all annual conferences we elected 

new officers.  I am honored to serve as 

President for a second term.  I am excited 

that we accomplished the promotions into 

all the other officer and second year direc-

tor slots so that we have experienced per-

sonnel.  And it is great to welcome the 

three new first year directors and new as-

sociate director.  Serving the organization 

takes some time and dedication so thank 

them when you get the opportunity. 

 

On May 1, 2009, in conjunction with the 

first quarterly meeting for the year, we 

continued what we started last spring and 

held an orientation session for the Board 

rather than a site visit.  All new members 

were in attendance and I believe felt the 

session to be a beneficial use of their 

time.   I think that we all look forward to 

working together to ensure that the 

GFOAA is a beneficial group for our mem-

bers in the coming years. 

 

Next opportunity to gather together will be 

National in late June.  Let me know if you 

are attending and look for the details of 

the Alabama delegation breakfast soon. 

 

Clara 
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The Twenty-fifth Annual GFOAA Conference was held February 25ñ27, 2009 in Auburn, Alabama at The 

Hotel at Auburn University and Dixon Conference Center.  With many informative presentations, the con-

ference was a great success.  Many thanks to the conference committee for the hours of planning and 

working to ensure the first GFOAA annual conference held in Auburn was enjoyed by all.   

 

The conference began on Wednesday afternoon as attendees were welcomed by GFOAA President Clara 

Myers.  After a full afternoon of presentations on diverse topics, a welcome reception was held at the 

Jule Collins Smith Museum of Fine Art.  Thursday brought a full day of opportunities to hear educational 

speakers discuss a variety of issues facing governmental financial professionals.  The annual business 

meeting was also held Thursday.  Attending the luncheon meeting were three of the 2008 scholarship 

recipients and eight past GFOAA presidents.  Thursday evening, attendees were treated to a òtailgate 

partyó complete with barbeque and Auburn University mascot òAubie.ó  The conference came to a close 

at noon Friday.  

 

 As always, the conference had many corporate sponsors who  exhibited their services, offered door 

prizes, and provided the financial support necessary for GFOAA to continue to provide top quality confer-

ences for the members.  Please thank them for their support and take advantage of their services when-

ever possible.  Sponsors and exhibitors of the 25th Annual GFOAA Conference were: 

 

Colonial Brokerage, Inc.   Mauldin & Jenkins   Tyler Technologies 

Nationwide Retirement Solutions  Thornton Farish Inc.    Wachovia 

New World Systems    Regions    Official Payments 

The Bank of New York Mellon  Standard & Poorõs   RBC Bank 

SunTrust     Springbrook    Hancock Bank 

Rebowe & Fontenot    Auburn Montgomery Center for Government 
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Scholarship recipients present at the Annual 

Meeting pictured (l to r) are:  Ruth Hendon, Bodie 

Pickens, and Kathleen Baxter.  

Past GFOAA Presidents are (1st row l to r) Sarah 

Williams, Judy Kamnikar, Ed Kamnikar, Mike 

Wright (Second Row l to r) Bill Flowers, Roger 

Rendleman, Steve Boone, and Penny Smith.  
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